
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRIVATE SEWER LATERAL REPLACEMENT 
GRANT PROGRAM 

 
What is a Private Sewer lateral? 
 
A private sewer lateral is the portion of sewer system, beginning at the junction with the 
building plumbing system, usually located within two (2) feet of the foundation of the 
building and extending to and including the connection to the public sewer main.  The 
private sewer lateral is owned by the owner of the property receiving service through the 
lateral.  The property owner is responsible for all costs related to the installation, 
connection, maintenance, repair, construction, abandonment or removal of sewer laterals 
and private sewers.  
 
Private sewer laterals that are defective are a source of infiltration and inflow (I/I) and if 
not regularly maintained become inoperable because tree roots enter the line and block 
the flow or misalign the pipe joints causing sewer backups and spills.  Damages caused 
by sewer spills are very costly not only for property owners but also for the environment, 
particularly waterways.  
 
The Private Lateral Replacement Grant Program is designed to help the property owner 
defray a portion of the costs required to replace or repair their lateral including the 
connection.  
 
Program Requirements- Before beginning any construction work: 
 

1. A video inspection must be performed by a licensed plumbing contractor and 
reviewed by District personnel. 
 

2. Property owner must submit a completed application, including price quotes from 
at least three (3) qualified licensed plumbing contractors. 
 

3. A letter of approval must be issued by the District to the property owner. 
 
Amount of Grant: 
 
The maximum amount of assistance for any one private sewer lateral replacement or 
repair is 50% of the approved cost up to a maximum reimbursement of $4,000. 
Commercial property laterals are eligible for this program.  Only the cost to repair or 
replace existing defective laterals will be eligible.  The cost to extend or to upsize a 



lateral to increase the capacity or for new development is not eligible.  Not all 
applications will be approved.  
 
A maximum of one grant application will be considered for approval for an individual 
property every five (5) years.  
 
The property owner is responsible for notifying their selected contractor that their entire 
lateral must pass a video inspection (even if only a partial replacement was performed) in 
order to be eligible for reimbursement. All work shall be inspected by a District inspector 
prior to back fill.  Payment shall be made to the property owner after a copy of the paid-
in-full invoice is submitted to the district for the work preformed. 
 
All work must be performed by a licensed contractor and in accordance with District 
Specifications.    
 
Lateral Inspection: 
 
A video inspection must be preformed prior to repair or replacement of the sewer lateral 
in order for grant funds to be considered.  Video inspection shall be done by a plumbing 
contractor and observed by District Staff.  Video inspection must be adequately viewable 
and recorded with the time and date on the video.  Cleaning of the lateral may be 
necessary prior to the inspection. 
 
Application 
The property owner shall submit a Lateral Replacement Grant application, 
provided by the Valley Sanitary District, prior to commencement of work.  The 
request will be reviewed by the District, and the determination of eligibility will be made 
by the General Manager or designated representative whose decision shall be final. 
 
$53,000 of grant funds is available for Fiscal Year 2023/2024 starting from the program 
approval date.  Funds will be obligated on a first come, first qualified, and first served 
basis, until all funds are allocated or the end of the fiscal year.  During subsequent fiscal 
years the maximum grant funding available for the fiscal year shall be established as part 
of the budget process. 
 
Funds will be obligated for a period not to exceed ninety (90) days from approval.  The 
obligation period shall include all work, inspection, payment to Contractor by property 
owner, and submission of paid receipt to the District. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lateral Grant Checklist 
 

1. Schedule an initial lateral video inspection appointment to be done by a 
licensed plumbing contractor in the presence of a District inspector. 
 

2. Property owner submits application to District with three valid quotations 
from properly licensed contractors. 
 

3. A letter of approval must be issued by the District to the property owner. 
 

4. Property owner/Contractor obtains required permits. 
 

5. Property owner schedules work with contractor. 
 

6. Schedule with District Personnel for the inspection of the repair work prior 
to backfill. 
 

7. Schedule final lateral video inspection after construction work is complete, to 
be done by a licensed plumbing contractor in the presence of a District 
inspector. 
 

8. Property owner submits copy of paid-in-full invoice to District for the work 
performed by contractor. 
 

9. District processes application for reimbursement to the property owner of 
the eligible costs. 

 
 
 



SECTION I.  General Information     Please print clearly

1.  Grant Address:

2.  APN

3.  Property Owner Name:

4.  Property Owner Address:
     (If different from above) Street City State Zip

5.  Property Owner Phone/Fax:

Home Work Cell Fax

6.  Email Address:

Signature: Date:

SECTION II.  Site Information

1.  State the nature of problem(s):
      Tree Roots  Collapsed Pipe  Fats, Oils, and Grease Build-up
      Other - Please specify:

     How many times has a stoppage occurred in the last 12 months?

2.  Layout sketch isprovided showing the dwelling and building sewer including clean-outs, if known.
      Yes  No

3.  Is there an insurance claim for this work?
      Yes   Please provide a copy of any claim information  No

General Manager Approval:

Notes:
1.  All video inspections must be observed by VSD personnel
2.  Grant funds will not be obligated until after the initial inspection and price quotations have been submitted.

I certify by signing this application that I am the legal owner of the property described herein.  I am aware the submission of 
this document does not constitute that a grant has been approved by Valley Sanitary District (VSD).  I have read the brochure 
discussing the requirements for the Lateral Replacement Grant Program and am aware that a letter will be issued advising if 
funds have been granted.  Any repair work performed prior to receiving a letter of obligation from VSD is performed at 
my own risk and cost, and may render this application null and void.  I understand that not all applications will be 
granted.  I understand all that applications are subject to approval by VSD. 

Valley Sanitary District, 45-500 Van Buren Street, Indio, CA  92201
Phone: 760-238-5400 / Fax: 760-238-5460

     Valley Sanitary District
     Lateral Replacement Grant Program

   APPLICATION
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